  MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE

VILLAGE OF STEGER, WILL & COOK

COUNTIES, ILLINOIS

The Board of Trustees convened in regular session at 7:00 P.M. on this 7TH day of 

December, 2015 in the Municipal Building of the Village of Steger with the Village Clerk Carmen S. Recupito, Jr. attending and Mayor Peterson presiding.

The Village Clerk called the roll and the following Trustees were present; Joyce, Perchinski, Sarek, Lopez, Skrezyna and Buxton.   Also present were Fire Chief Nowell Fillion, Director of Public Infrastructure Dave Toepper, EMA Chief Tom Johnston, Community Center Director Diane Rossi, Human Resources Director Mary Jo Seehausen, Housing and Community Development Director Alice Peterson, Village Administrator Mike Tilton and Village Attorney Kurt Asprooth.
AWARDS, HONORS, SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
Mayor Peterson invited Ken Boehm to come forward and be sworn in as Steger Police Chief.  The Village Clerk swore Mr. Boehm into office.  The Board and the audience congratulated and welcomed Mr. Boehm.  Mayor Peterson explained the process of selecting a new Police Chief and discussed Chief Boehm’s qualifications.  Chief Boehm thanked the Board for its confidence and shared some of his professional experience.  
MINUTES
Trustee Lopez made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous Board Meeting, as all members have copies. Trustee Perchinski seconded the motion.  Voice vote was called; all ayes. Motion carried.
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Bruce Hackel from ReMax gave his annual Real Estate report.  Mr. Hackel stated that the market is rebounding and showing signs of improving in Steger.

Steger Little League requested “Tag Days” in May.  Mayor Peterson asked that Little League provide a letter to the Board to be approved at the next Board meeting.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
REPORTS
Village Administrator Mike Tilton reported that H.B. 2039 has been passed in Springfield.  The Bill will release all of the Village’s funds that have been held up there. (Video Gaming and MFT funds)
Mr. Tilton has completed the Pace Bus application.  This is a federal program with Pace that will be run through the Village for its residents. The program should be up and running by about February 2016 and will provide residents with transportation. 

The TIF meeting will be Wednesday December 9th at the Community Center at 6pm.
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Mr. Tilton discussed a letter from the City of Chicago Heights regarding St. James Hospital.  Mr. Tilton explained that the Hospital may close and be demolished.  A meeting will be held Thursday December 11th at 3:30pm at the Community Center.  Mr. Tilton encouraged residents to attend the hearing and express their concern. Mayor Peterson shared his concerns with the audience and asked those who cannot to attend to email or send a letter in support of keeping St. James Hospital open. 
Mr. Tilton also reported that the Enterprise Zone issues have been ironed out.  The village should know results by the end of 2015.
Director of Public Infrastructure Dave Toepper, had no report.  
Fire Chief Nowell Fillion welcomed Police Chief Boehm to Steger.  
The Fire Department had 117 calls for service in November; 94 ambulance and 23 fire. 1264 total calls thus far in 2015. 

Mark Zielinski of Matteson Fire Department passed away recently while responding to a call. The patient, Russell Wierzgac, father of former Steger Fire Fighter Bess Vlahakis also passed away. 

Police Chief Ken Boehm recognized Deputy Chief Pat Rossi for his work over the last three months as “acting Chief”. Chief Boehm stated that he looks forward to working with Deputy Chief Rossi in the future. The audience applauded Deputy Chief Rossi.
Mayor Peterson stated that Deputy Chief Rossi went above and beyond during the three month period. 

EMA Chief Tom Johnston reported that EMA had twelve patrols, 17 emergency callouts and two special events for total manhours of 384 in November. 
Chief Johnston has offered EMA services to the Village of Beecher for traffic control for Mark Zielinski’s wake and funeral services. 

Community Center Director Diane Rossi stated that the senior Christmas luncheon will be held on December 18th at 10am.  Mrs. Rossi encouraged the Board to attend. 

The Community Center’s paint project is set to begin. Plumbing work in the showers at the Community Center will be completed soon.
HR Director Mary Jo Seehausen had no report.
Housing and Community Development Director Alice Peterson had no report.
Village Attorney Kurt Asprooth had no report. 
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TRUSTEES’ REPORTS

Trustee Buxton Treasurer’s Report is attached to the official minutes.  
Miller Woods and MWRD have a hearing at the Cook County Circuit Court regarding de-annexation on January 12, 2016.  An amended petition for de-annexation will be filed.  The next step will be a public hearing in Chicago.   
Trustee Skrezyna had no report. 
Trustee Lopez had no report.
Trustee Sarek reported that Volleyball and Basketball are set to start in January.   
Trustee Perchinski welcomed Chief Boehm and Thanked Deputy Chief Rossi for his work while the Village searched for a new chief.
Trustee Perchinski also thanked the Fire Department and stated that the Pancake Breakfast with Santa was a big hit. The dedication of the antique firetruck to Chief Elmer Joyce was very nice and the whole event was well attended.

Trustee Perchinski asked Public Infrastructure Director Toepper to get sand bags to Firemen’s Park and to flood the ice skating rink for winter.  When flooded and frozen, EMA will provide lighting.

Trustee Joyce reported that the Bloom Trail Parent Co op is hosting Breakfast with Santa on Saturday December 12th from 10am to 1pm.  All are welcome to attend.
CLERK’S REPORT Clerk Recupito reported December 21st Board Meeting has been canceled. The next Village Board Meeting will be January 4, 2016
PRESIDENT PETERSON appointed Pete Smith, Lisa Smith, Jim Hanus and Alice Peterson to the Citizens Committee.  Trustee Perchinski made a motion to approve the Mayor’s appointments.  Trustee 

Mayor Peterson wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  He also invited everyone to stay for pizza following the meeting. 
BILLS

Trustee Skrezyna made a motion to pay the bills as listed. Trustee Sarek seconded the motion.   Roll was called.  The following Trustees voted aye; Joyce, Perchinski, Sarek, Lopez, Skrezyna and Buxton.  Mayor Peterson voted aye. Motion carried.
CORRESPONDENCE
Daily Southtown letter to the editor from Jim Garrett of Chicago Southland Convention and Visitors Bureau regarding Balmoral Park.

Minutes of December 7, 2015– page 4

OLD BUSINESS:
Trustee Lopez made a motion to table indefinitely the Intergovernmental Agreement by and between the Village of Steger and the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District for the Distribution of Rain Barrels.  Trustee Skrezyna seconded the motion.  Voice vote was called and all ayes were recorded. Motion carried. 
NEW BUSINESS:
Trustee Perchinski made a motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 1109 
AN ORDINANCE LEVYING TAXES FOR CORPORATE PURPOSES OF THE VILLAGE OF STEGER, ILLINOIS, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING ON THE FIRST DAY OF JANUARY, 2016 AND ENDING ON THE THIRTY FIRST DAY OF DECEMBER, 2016 Trustee Buxton seconded the motion.  Roll was called.  The following Trustees voted aye; Joyce, Perchisnki, Sarek, Lopez, Skrezyna and Buxton.  Mayor Peterson voted aye. Motion carried.

Trustte Lopez made a motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 1110
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF INTERESTED PARTIES REGISTRIES AND ADOPTING RULES FOR SUCH REGISTRIES FOR REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREAS IN THE VILLAGE OF STEGER Trustee Sarek seconded the motion.  Roll was called.  The following Trustees voted aye; Joyce, Sarek, Lopez, Skrezyna and Buxton.  Trustee Perchisnki abstained.  Mayor Peterson voted aye. Motion carried.
Trustee Perchinski made a motion to adopt  ORDINANCE NO. 1111
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 70, SECTION 70-10 AND CHAPTER 86, SECTIONS 86-33 AND 86-211 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF STEGER, ILLINOIS REGARDING THE BILLING OF SOLID WASTE AND WASTEWATER SERVICES FOR THE VILLAGE OF STEGER, ILLINOIS.  Trustee Skrezyna secongded the motion. Roll was called.  The following Trustees voted aye; Joyce, Perchisnki, Sarek, Skrezyna and Buxton.  Trustee Lopez abstained.  Mayor Peterson voted aye. Motion carried.

Trustee Buxton made a motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 1112
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING THE AWARD OF SPECIAL COMPENSATION TO A CERTAIN INDIVIDUAL FOR THE VILLAGE OF STEGER. Trustee Joyce seconded the motion.  Roll was called.  The following Trustees voted aye; Joyce, Perchisnki, Sarek, Lopez, Skrezyna and Buxton.  Mayor Peterson voted aye. Motion carried.

Trustee Perchinski made a motion to approve RESOLUTION NO. 1086
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE PRESIDENT TO ENTER INTO A CERTAIN AGREEMENT WITH LOCKRIDGE OUTDOOR ADVERTISING, LLC FOR THE VILLAGE OF STEGER.  Trustee Lopez seconded the motion.  Roll was called.  The following Trustees voted aye; Joyce, Perchisnki, Sarek, Lopez, Skrezyna and Buxton.  Mayor Peterson voted aye. Motion carried.
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Trustee Lopez made a motion to approve RESOLUTION NO. 1087
A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE ANNUAL 1,000 HOUR STANDARD FOR IMRF PARTICIPATION.  Trustee Joyce seconded the motion.  Roll was called.  The following Trustees voted aye; Joyce, Perchisnki, Sarek, Lopez, Skrezyna and Buxton.  Mayor Peterson voted aye. Motion carried.

Trustee Perchinski made a motion to file A PROCLAMATION HONORING THE LATE FIRE CHIEF ELMER JOYCE FOR YEARS OF SERVICE Trustee Skrezyna seconded the motion.  Voice vote was called.  All ayes were recorded. Motion carried. 
Trustee Lopez made a motion to approve the 2016 Board Meeting Dates.  Trustee Perchinski seconded the motion.  Voice vote was called.  All ayes were recorded. Motion carried.
Trustee Perchisnki made a motion to approve payment of recurring bills due to canceled December 21st Board meeting.  Trustee Sarek seconded the motion.  
Roll was called.  The following Trustees voted aye; Joyce, Perchisnki, Sarek, Lopez, Skrezyna and Buxton.  Mayor Peterson voted aye. Motion carried.
Discussion on Steger Days of Music – Trustee Sarek suggested an event on a smaller scale that includes the Firefighters’ Street dance and children’s events.  Mayor Peterson explained that previous events did not include all the manhours by Village employees or consider how the event taxed the Village.  The mayor explained that recent Steger Days of Music meetings are held to review the 2015 event and consider options going forward. Truistee Perchinski added that an event such as Steger Days of Music needs time to grow before it is making money. Trustee Sarek stated that 2015 Steger Days of Music was the Village’s third event that has lost money.  Trustee Sarek believes that consturction of a new Village Hall should be the focus.  Mayor Peterson explained that a complete budget will be presented before going forward with Steger Days of Music plans. 
Trustee Perchinski made a motion to approve the request of Misericordia to hold its Annual Misericordia/Jelly Belly Candy Days tag day fundraiser on Friday and Saturday April 29 and 30, 2016 at 34th Street and Chicago Road.  A certificate of insurance has been provided, as long as Misericordia understand the Village restrictions. Trustee Lopez seconded the motion.  Roll was called.  The following Trustees voted aye; Joyce, Perchinski, Sarek, Lopez, Skrezyna and Buxton.  Mayor Peterson voted aye. Motion carried.

Trustee Perchinski made a motion to ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION - Personnel  
5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (1) Appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees, pursuant to Section 2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act.  Trustee Lopez seconded the motion.  Roll was called.  The following Trustees voted aye; Joyce, Perchinski, Sarek, Lopez, Skrezyna and Buxton.  Mayor Peterson voted aye. Motion carried.   7:46pm
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9:33pm
Roll was called.  The following Trustees were in attendance; Joyce, Perchinski, Sarek, Lopez, Skrezyna, Buxton and Mayor Peterson. 

Mayor Peterson appointed Ken Boehm as the Village’s new Police Chief. Trustee Joyce made a motion to concur with the Mayor’s appointment. Trustee Sarek seconded the motion.  Roll was called.  The following Trustees voted aye; Joyce, Perchinski, Sarek, Lopez, Skrezyna and Buxton.  Mayor Peterson voted aye. Motion carried.
There being no further business to discuss, Trustee Perchinski made a motion to adjourn.  Trustee Sarek seconded the motion.  Voice vote; all ayes. Motion carried.
MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9:35pm







___________________________________






Kenneth A. Peterson, Jr., Village President

______________________________

Carmen S. Recupito, Jr., Village Clerk

